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The Expanded Environment is a nonprofit 

501c3 organization devoted to demonstrating 

alternate ways of responsibly and synthetically 

integrating biological and ecological agents 

into the built world. Its goal is to assist 

governments, municipalities, provinces, 

organizations, businesses, and individuals to 

understand, appreciate and envision a more 

productive relationship between architectural 

and biological systems.
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EXPANDED ENVIRONMENTS 
AND 
THE OBJECTS BETWEEN THEM
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US THEM
*Animals Not Drawn to Scale

…is a project about bridging the humanist divide between 
“us” and “them.”
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As population increases 
on a given piece of land...

Natural Resources are tapped and 

exhausted forcing the pro-
duction of more resoureces per 
unit of land.

Living habits change moving 
from a nomadic method of life to 

one of urbanization.

Population Growth Animal Husbandry Urbanization

…the history of Architecture is a humanist history and 
guilty of relegating all other species of life to the status of 
second-class beings. 
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…is a project about what it means as an animal to make 
and delineate space.
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Urban areas are quickly becoming the densest 
concentrations of human life on the planet and 
with that comes the well documented positive and 
negative impacts to local biodiversity and 
ecologies. But humans are not the only urban 
animals - squirrels, pigeons, mice, crows, 
raccoons, beetles and others are all species 
identified as synanthropes - animals that “live 
near, and benefit from, an association with 
humans and the habitats that humans create 
around them.” These are highly-urbanized 
non-human animals and our potential design 
partners. Expanded hetero-cultures, urban 
agriculture, and a flexible, more resilient urbanism 
are all potential benefits of cross species 
collaborations. What other benefits exist?

SUBMIT YOUR PROJECT 
Animal Architecture wants your ideas about how 
synanthropic design can reshape, expand and 
redefine the context of urban thought and space. 
Submissions can include past work, current 
research and built or unbuilt projects. Projects 
should focus on solving, addressing or proposing 
urban issues and must actively incorporate at least 
one, if not more non-human design partners. 
Winning entries will be announced mid summer 
2012 and will be eligible for publication and 
exhibition. Details to follow.

Register: May 13th 2012
Submissions: June 11th 2012
Visit: www.animalarchitecture.org 

THE 2012 ANIMAL ARCHITECTURE AWARDS
URBAN ANIMAL

JURY COMMITTEE:
Ned Dodington 

Director, Animal Architecture

Simone Ferracina
2012 An.Arch Awards Laureate

Fritz Haeg
Artist

Christopher Hight
Assoc. Professor Rice University RSA

Jonathan LaRocca
Editor, Animal Architecture 

Kate Orff
Asst. Professor Columbia GSAPP

Founder of SCAPE

 Susan S. Szenasy
 Editor in Chief, Metropolis Magazine

What: The Animal Architecture Awards
Register: May 1st 2011
Deadline: June 12th 2011
web: www.animalarchitecture.org/register
cost: $25 Students, $50 Professionals

Jury Committee Members:
Ned Dodington, Founder Animal Architecture
Jon LaRocca, Founder Animal Architecture
Neeraj Bhatia, Rice university/Infranet Lab
Joyce Hwang, Asst. Professor of Architecture 
University of Buffalo NY
Geoff Manaugh, Author BLDG BLOG
Cary Wolfe, Series Editor Posthumanities
Alison Hunter, Visual Artist
Sanford Kwinter, Prof. of Architectural Theory and 
Criticism, Harvard GSD

All Creatures Great & Small

Animal Architecture seeks projects that engage the lives, minds and 
behaviors of our alternate, sometimes familiar companion species -- 
insects, birds, mammals, fish, and microorganisms - each one with 
unique ways of world-making. As our society re-examines its place in the 
global ecology Animal Architecture invites your critical and unpublished 
essays and projects to address how architecture can mediate and 
encourage multiple new ways of species learning and benefiting from 
each other - as we say it here: to illustrate cospecies coshaping. 

SUBMIT YOUR PROJECT Submissions can include 
past work, current research and built or unbuilt projects. Winning projects 
will be selected for public exhibition and recognition. Details online.

www.animalarchitecture.org
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PART 1: CROSS SPECIES COLLABORATIONS
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SYNANTHROPIC HABITATS

SOFT SYSTEMS

POST ANIMAL PROJECTS
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SYNANTHROPIC HABITATS

	\ Illustrate Cross-Species cohabitation design scenarios 
	\ Seek to design for, improve and invite alternate 

	 human/animal hybrid environments
	\ Offer Symbiotic Design Solutions (Positive Animal + Human)

SYNANTHROPIC HABITATS
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Synanthropic Appendages / Synanthropic Suburbia: Sarah Gunawan
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Nest Works: 51% Studios
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Bat Station; Friend and Co.
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Bat Cloud: Joyce Hwang and Co.
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GBHNPC: Camilo Garcia, Diegoe Barajas
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	\ Large scale ecologically minded projects
	\ Seek to minimise detrimental human habitation
	\ Weaken human development and augment existing ecological 

patterns (tendency to “wish away” the human).
	\ Can tend towards the Super-Structural

SOFT SYSTEMS
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Hollow Ecosystems: Amartya Deb
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Ecopoeisis: Koh Hau Yeow
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Hannifore Tile Pool: Daniel Metcalf
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Oceanic Agriculture; Daniel Moffat
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	\ Seek to change the hearts and minds of human individuals. 
	\ These are the art-pieces, installations, virtual reality games, 

temporary interventions that directly aim to change the way 
humans think, and obliquely to influence the way we live. 
	\ we are asked to leave the comforts for our Human-centric 

worlds and to join Jacob Von Uexkull on his famous sunlit walk in a 
wild, insect teaming field. 

POST ANIMAL PROJECTS
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Theriomorphous Cyborg: S. Ferracina
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Weather Species: Sou Ya
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PART 2: INTERWORLDING OBJECTS
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Fly-Space mapped by spiders
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Hannifore Tile Pool: Daniel Metcalf

Open Objects
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GBHNPC: Camilo Garcia, Diegoe Barajas

Open Objects
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Theriomorphous Cyborg: S. Ferracina

Transported Experiences
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Compromised Objects
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Synanthropic Appendages / Synanthropic Suburbia: Sarah Gunawan

Compromised Objects

The Expanded Environment // SUNY Rochester // 05.10.24 // nedington@gmail.com //  
www.expandedenvironment.org//www.expanded.studio



We are already participants in
cross-species habitats.
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The built world is already
colonized and creatively
inhabited by non-humans.
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Maybe we can be better at it. 
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